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THE GREAT ESCAPE
OCEAN HOUSE BRINGS TODAY'S LUXURY AND HISTORIC HOSPITALITY TO RHODE ISLAND
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B Y  E M I L Y  L I E B E R T

O
pened in 1868, on the heels of the 
Civil War, Ocean House sits on 13 
acres of breathtaking oceanfront 

landscape overlooking a 650-foot private 
white-sand beach in Watch Hill Road Island. 
Most recognizable for its inviting butter-hued 
façade, it has long served as a luxurious respite 
for distinguished guests. After 135 years in 
business, the property was closed in 2003 and 
considered impossible to repair. Thankfully, 
local residents Charles Royce (a renowned 
mutual fund manager) and his wife, Deborah 
(an actress, story editor and author), stepped 
in to save the day, creating a replicate structure 
of the original exterior. Today, the new resort 
is one of the most spectacular places I’ve 
ever been, which I do not say lightly after 
twenty-plus years of travel writing. Everything 
from the attention to detail, the white-glove 
service and the mouth-watering cuisine to the 
lavish rooms, stunning grounds and the 5,000 
salvageable artifacts and furnishings tenderly 
harvested from the primary historic interior 
will make your visit unforgettable.

STAY 
The forty-nine guestrooms and twenty 
signature suites, inspired by the glorious 
oceanfront scenery, are skillfully appointed 
with turn-of-the-twentieth-century décor. 
Custom wooden furnishings, a subdued color 
palette, and early New England artwork, along 
with plenty of high-tech touches ensure that 
accommodations appeal to a wide variety of 
tastes. I had the truly distinctive experience of 
staying in the Tower Suite with unrivaled views 
of the Atlantic, Napatree Point, Stonington and 
Watch Hill. Decorated by Greenwich-based 
designer Cindy Rinfret, the space is dressed in 
bright blues and gentle creams, with a nautical 
theme. A welcoming foyer, master suite and 
powder room reside on the first level. I loved 
the beach stone floor and a tea-for-two tub in 
the master bathroom! There’s also an adjoining 
guest room that may be reserved. On the 
second floor, there’s a living area with floor-to-
ceiling fir paneling that will make you feel like 
you’re on a yacht at sea, in addition to a slate 
fireplace, built-in bookshelves, and window 
seats perfect for curling up with a great book. 
The adjoining dining area has a custom-built 

left: Steak from Ocean House's five-star restaurant, COAST  center, top: A gorgeous indoor/outdoor pool with water views  center, bottom: The meticulously reconstructed waterfront 
resort in Watch Hill, Rhode Island, has become a beacon for luxury-seekers nationally right: Owners, Charles and Deborah Royce

above: Ocean House has 49 large guest rooms, a 
collection of cottages (from two to seven bedrooms) 
and large suites. Here, the Tower Suite features a spiral 
staircase to the Crow's Nest, a den with daybed, bath and 
one-of-a-kind view of the Atlantic Ocean and Watch Hill 
from the widow's walk.  
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banquette with a roof deck, and there’s also 
a modern kitchen with state-of-the-art 
appliances and granite countertops. And that’s 
not all! A regal wooden staircase leads up and 
away to the Crow’s Nest—a intimate den with 
a daybed and full bath. All in all, the suite 
encompasses 2,400 square feet, sleeps five and 
entertains ten to twenty.

PAMPER
Situated high on the bluffs of Watch 
Hill, looking out on the Atlantic Ocean, 
the 12,000-square-foot OH! Spa boasts 
rejuvenating treatments and products that 
foster indulgence and relaxation. It’s the 
only Forbes Five-Star spa in Rhode Island 
and one of fifty-six destination spas in the 
world to achieve the five-star rating. Begin 
your journey with a glass of their signature 
fruit-infused water in the serene waiting area 
before spoiling yourself with one of the many 
services available, including body treatments, 
skin care and massages. I opted for the Your 
Way Custom massage, which was tailored to 
my preferences and divinely soothing.

CUISINE
With Executive Chef Matt Voskuil at the 
helm of a supremely talented culinary team, 
dining options abound at Ocean House—all 
with elevated traditional Rhode Island flavors. 
Combining fresh local ingredients, superlative 
service, and a farm-to-table philosophy, 
prepare to have your taste buds tantalized. 

 At COAST restaurant, the seasonal offerings 
change nightly and guests (ages eight and 
up) can choose from a prix-fixe four-course 
savory or vegetarian degustation menu with an 
optional cheese course. My favorites included 
the Maine Peekytoe Crab with persimmon, 
radish, sea bean and kaffir lime and the 
Royalton Farms Wagyu New York Strip with 
short rib, baby carrot, bone marrow, and 
buckwheat gnocchi. There’s also The Bistro, 
for a more casual dining experience, available 
for breakfast, lunch and dinner, and the 
members-only Club Room and Club Terrace, 
which feature traditional brasserie fare with 
a New England twist. I couldn’t resist the 

above: The setting is ready for complete relaxation  
at the luxe beach cabanas, with one-of-a-kind views and 
gentle breezes off the water, at Ocean House.  

above: The relaxation room in the Five-Star OH! Spa, which offers an extensive list of nourishing and  
relaxing body treatments, massages and facials.

housemade Pappardelle with lobster, truffle 
butter and egg yolk. But the pièce de résistance 
was undoubtedly the Chocolate PB & J with 
banana, peanut butter and raspberry for 
dessert.

 Visit Fondue Village, a unique and cozy 
private dining venue serving breakfast, 
afternoon crêpe service, and four-course 
lunches and dinners with Alpine delicacies 
and Veuve Clicquot champagnes. Each vintage 
ski gondola (either for up to four or six guests) 
has been restored and equipped with warm 
woods, fine Alpine textiles, chandeliers and 
imported Swiss and Austrian glassware and 
china. Whether for a romantic couple’s dinner 
or a gathering of friends, it’s an experience you 
won’t want to miss.

During the summer, delight in the 
panoramic view and calming sea breeze at 
one of three al fresco restaurants. Check out 
The Verandah for fresh-caught local seafood, 
Dune Cottage for a Mediterranean-style meal, 
and the Seaside Terrace for delicious breakfast 
and lunch provisions. On select Friday 
evenings, hit the private beach for a sunset 
lobster boil.

EXPERIENCE
Enjoy wine and culinary classes inspired by 
the season. Take a self-guided art tour to learn 
about Ocean House’s extensive collection 
and a historic tour of the property. Partake in 
classic movie screenings. Stick to your fitness 

regimen at the state-of-the-art TechnoGym 
with extensive cardiovascular and strength-
training equipment or try your hand at yoga, 
tai chi, body sculpt and Pilates. Dip into the 
heated, salt-water lap pool, set against a wall 
of French doors that open toward Seaside 
Terrace’s sun deck. Or stop into the salon 
for a cut and color and a scalp treatment—
customized packages are available for 
weddings, galas or an intimate dinner with 
someone special.
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THE SEVEN DAY SWITCH  
BY KELLY HARMS
Two very distinctive moms and one 
crazy week are the recipe for this 
hilarious novel from bestselling 
author Kelly Harms. Celeste 
Mason is the supermom other 
mothers love to hate. Everything is 
organic, her home is spotless, she 
volunteers (and wins awards for it), 
and she’s still able to savor a glass 
of wine at the end of the day.

Then there’s Celeste’s neighbor 
Wendy Charles, a hyper-career-
focused productivity consultant, 
columnist and speaker who 
doesn’t approve of anything 
Celeste stands for, and she’s 
unapologetic about her minute-by-
minute work schedule, which she 
executes with ease. 

So what happens when 
these two polar opposites 
drink too much sangria at their 
neighborhood potluck and wake 
up the next day in each other’s 
bodies? Everything they thought 
they knew about themselves and 
each other comes into question. 
And they may just find out that 
they’re not so different after all. 

THE THERAPIST  
BY B. A. PARIS
From the multimillion-copy  
New York Times bestselling author 
B. A. Paris, this spellbinding tale 
of psychological suspense follows 
Alice and Leo, as they move into 
a freshly revamped house in The 
Circle, a swanky gated community 
in London with an interesting cast of 
characters. Unfortunately, not only 
do their neighbors hold secrets, but 
so does their new home.

While Alice is busy making 
friends with her fellow residents, 
she discovers the shocking truth 
about her house and forges a 
strong connection with Nina, the 
therapist who lived there prior. 
Of course, Nina also happens to 
be the name of Alice’s beloved 
and deceased sister. As a result, 
Alice becomes infatuated with 
uncovering what transpired with 
Nina two years earlier. Only she 
can’t seem to get anyone to talk 
about it. And she soon realizes 
that everything is definitely not as 
perfect as it seems.

INSTAMOM  
BY CHANTEL GUERTIN
Who doesn’t love a smart, sexy, 
funny rom-com? From bestselling 
author, beauty expert and TV 
personality Chantel Guertin 
comes the story of Kit Kidding, 
a #childfree forever influencer 
whose golden rule is: Know your 
niche. And Kit’s brand revolves 
around skillfully curated posts 
about her fun, fabulous, child-free 
life, which she wholeheartedly 
believes in.

Enter Will MacGregor—a hot, 
single dad—whose parental status 
might just be a #dealbreaker for 
Kit, especially since he’s anti-
social media. On the heels of their 
one-night stand, she vows to 
move on. But when Will and Kit are 
thrown together on an Instagram 
campaign, Kit finds it increasingly 
more difficult to resist both Will 
and his clever, eight-year-old 
daughter, Addie. The question 
is: Which life will make her truly 
happy? #readitandsee

A WOMAN OF INTELLIGENCE  
BY KARIN TANABE
Set in post-war New York City, 
this historical fiction masterpiece 
follows Katharina Edgeworth’s 
journey from her job as a translator 
at the United Nations to her rank 
as an informant for the FBI.

A born and bred New Yorker, 
Katharina’s Fifth Avenue address, 
party invitations to the Plaza, two 
sons and ideal husband make her 
life appear picture perfect. Yet 
her American dream is actually a 
nightmare, and she’s desperate to 
free herself from the limitations of 
domesticity. So when a man from 
her past becomes a high-level 
Soviet spy and no one can infiltrate 
his circle, the FBI asks Katharina to 
be an informant, and she jumps at 
the opportunity.

Unfortunately, as she dives 
deeper into her new covert 
existence, her loved ones begin to 
lose their covers and their lives, 
and Katharina’s secret ultimately 
threatens to ruin her. 

If you’re into fast-paced classic 
spy thrillers, with plenty of twists 
and turns, this one’s for you.

Booked Solid
What better way to fall into fall than with an FBI informant, a #childfree 
social media influencer, a body swap and a “haunted” house?  These FOUR 
MUST-READS will make that transition out of summer just a little bit more fun. 
by emily liebert 
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