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FROM

TV “SILVER”
TO STORYTELLING

GOLD
Deborah Goodrich Royce’s
Favorite Role is Enriching
her Community

By Caryn B. Davis
Photos courtesy of Deborah Goodrich Royce
& Cutty McGill
Above Right: Author Deborah Goodrich Royce
Lower Right: Author Deborah Goodrich Royce at a book talk for Finding Mrs. Ford.
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eborah Goodrich Royce has always been a storyteller of
sorts, first as a dancer using movement to convey a narrative and now as a novelist committing words to a page.
But her arrival as a writer didn’t just happened overnight.
Every twist and turn along the way led her to that moment.
Royce grew up in a suburb near Detroit with her Belgium grandmother who spoke fluent French and instilled in her a love for
language. When she entered college, she majored in French and
Italian and opted to attend a semester abroad in Paris where she also
pursued acting and dance.
Just prior to her senior year, Royce caught a lucky break and was
cast as a dancer in the movie Those Lips, Those Eyes, alongside
the legendary Frank Langella and Animal House icon, Thomas
Hulce.

“Those men and women who were dancing
on Broadway and my heart goes out to them
for this horrible year are at the top of their game.
I was not at that level,”

“The choreographer for that film was the choreographer for the
Goodpeed Opera House in East Haddam, Connecticut. He was very
friendly and was probably just showing off, but said I should come
audition for him. I took him at his word,” says Royce.
So when Royce saw a casting call in Variety for the summer season at
Goodspeed with that same choreographer, she went straight to New
York. Although she was not selected, she dedicated the next year of
her life to dance. She received many callbacks, but soon understood it
was not her forte.
“Those men and women who were dancing on Broadway - and my
heart goes out to them for this horrible year - are at the top of their
game. I was not at that level,” she says. “But I always loved acting, so
I thought I’d give it a shot. If it didn’t work out, I’d go to grad school
at Georgetown and major in Foreign Service.”
Within a year, she was cast in the role of Silver Kane on the daytime
soap opera, All My Children opposite career veteran actress, Susan
Lucci. “It was a huge opportunity to be able to work with Susan, and
I learned a lot from her,” says Royce who years later would use this
experience to create Eleanor Russell, the main character in her upcoming book, Ruby Falls. (Russell is a soap opera star who gets fired
under suspicious circumstances).
Royce was not fired, but her character was written out of All My
Children. She soon landed a role on another soap called The
Guiding Light, but instead, flew out to Los Angeles to screen
test for a new pilot with Christopher Lloyd.
“I will never forget driving onto the lot at Paramount Pictures.
It was different than walking into the studios in New York on
the set of a soap. I saw the big gates we have all seen in movies
and the word Paramount above. It just blew me away,” Royce
recalls.
Although she did get the part, the pilot was not picked up, but
Royce decided to stay in L.A. where there was far more work for
a budding actor than in New York.
Over the next ten years, she starred in several feature films
such as Remote Control, April Fool’s Day, and Just One of the
Guys; and on nighttime television including 21 Jump Street,
Beverly Hills 90210, St. Elsewhere, Return to Peyton Place, and
The Deliberate Stranger. She also met and married producer,
Pliny Porter and gave birth to their two children.

But L.A. was changing. Between a writer’s strike where work had
ceased and the L.A. riots, which were motivated by the acquittal of
the four LAPD officers who beat Rodney King, the couple decided to
temporarily relocate to Paris, when an opportunity arose.
“Pliny’s mother had bilingual Montessori preschools, which still exist.
She asked him to move there to help with some real estate projects,”
Royce says.
Royce was hired as a reader by a French film studio. Her job was to
read novels and scripts and write a synopsis on what worked well and
what didn’t. This was the beginning of a shift that eventually led her to
penning her own books. Eventually, they returned to New York where
Porter took a job working for Julia Roberts, while Royce was hired as a
story editor for Miramax.
“Story editor was a cool position, and my years there were like going
to writing school. I received everything that was submitted to the
studio be it a screenplay, a novel, a magazine article, or a pitch. I
would distribute it to the readers, and we would review it and decide
whether it was worth the studio’s time or not,” Royce says.
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oyce also worked on the development of several
feature films during her tenure at Miramax that
included Emma, The Englishman Who Went Up
a Hill But Came Down a Mountain, Walking and
Talking, and early adaptations of Chicago and A Wrinkle
in Time.

In the late 1990s, she began writing short stories, screenplays, and treatments, and ultimately left Miramax. She
also got divorced, and although it was “very devastating
and derailing,” her writing became her saving grace. “At
that weird moment when my life was falling apart, writing stepped up from a back seat in my life to take a more
prominent position,” she says.
At a friend’s urging to get her out of her funk, Royce
accepted a lunch invitation. Her friend, was renovating
a house in the Catskill Mountains owned by Charles
“Chuck” Royce, a pioneer of small-cap investing. The
pair met, and a few years later married.
Committed to the arts, historic preservation, and helping
small businesses and communities, the couple have taken
on many restoration projects such as the Ocean House in
Watch Hill, Rhode Island; the Deer Mountain Inn in Tannersville, New York; and the Avon Theater in Stamford,
Connecticut, in addition to several Main Street revitalization projects that include Tannersville and Westerly,
Rhode Island. “To be in a functioning town is very gratifying with people having their own businesses. There’s value
in that,” says Royce.
In between all these projects and serving on the governing
boards of the New York Botanical Garden, the Greenwich
Historical Society, and the PRASAD Project, as well as
advisory boards for the American Film Institute, the Greenwich International Film Festival, the Preservation Society of
Newport, and the Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach,
Royce has continued writing.
Avon Theater on a Summer Night
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“My life has been defined and enriched by stories. I grew up reading, watching films, and
creating made-up worlds with my friends. Stories are really the foundation of all the arts—
written, visual, auditory—and I am grateful every day for having had some ability to spin
a good tale. In a time like this, which is challenging in so many ways,
let’s embrace the stories and the storytellers,”

Above Left: Treat Williams at the 40th Anniversary Screening of Hair at the Avon Theater. Above Middle: Deborah and Chuck Royce on Avon Theater Stage.
Above Right: Avon Theater Toni Morrison Screening with Harriet Cole. Lower Left to Right: Deborah Goodrich Royce, Amy Steel, Deborah Foreman, Leah Pinset Aprils Fools Day
Lower Right: Avon Theater Cast of Hair 40th Screening August 2019
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Above: Deer Mountain Inn, Tannersville NY Left: Deer Mountain Inn Bar, Tannersville NY
Bottom Left: The Ocean House Right Page: Aerial View of the Ocean House in Watch Hill

Drawing upon experiences in her own life, her first book, Finding
Mrs. Ford, takes place in Detroit and Watch Hill where she and
Chuck share a summer home. A self- proclaimed Hitchcock fan, the
book is a psychological thriller, sprinkled with characters she has
re-imagined from her own past. It was published in 2019 and has
since garnered rave reviews.
Her second book, Ruby Falls, is due out in May 2021. It’s “a nail-biting tale of a fragile young actress, the new husband she barely knows,
and her growing suspicion that the secrets he harbors may eclipse her
own.” Royce is busying working on her third book, which takes place
in Florida during a pandemic.
“My life has been defined and enriched by stories. I grew up reading,
watching films, and creating made-up worlds with my friends. Stories are really the foundation of all the arts—written, visual, auditory—and I am grateful every day for having had some ability to spin
a good tale. In a time like this, which is challenging in so many ways,
let’s embrace the stories and the storytellers,” Royce says.
For more information log onto https://deborahgoodrichroyce.com.
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“To be in a functioning town is very
gratifying with people having their own
businesses. There’s value in that,”
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