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By Nancy Burns-Fusaro
Sun staff writer

WESTERLY — Theatre Scrapbook, a 
regional, Westerly-based, youth theater 
company that offers free after-school 
enrichment programs and tuition-based 
camps for schools and organizations in 
the districts and surrounding commu-
nities, will kick off its new season with a 
winter musical.

“Chicago: Teen Edition” will take place 
this weekend at the Westerly Middle 
School auditorium, according to Anton-
ella DeAngelis, who is directing the play. 

A sharp-edged satire featuring “a daz-
zling score that sparked immortal staging 
by Bob Fosse,” DeAngelis said, the mu-
sical takes place in the roaring twenties 
of Chicago, when Roxie Hart murders a 
faithless lover and convinces her hapless 
husband, Amos, to take the rap.

“Until he finds out he’s been duped and 
turns on Roxie,” said DeAngelis. Con-
victed and sent to death row, Roxie and 
another “Merry Murderess,” Velma Kelly, 
vie for the spotlight and the headlines, 
ultimately joining forces in search of 
the “American Dream”, she said, “fame, 
fortune and acquittal.”

DeAngelis said the show is being present-
ed in part with Westerly Public Schools, 
as it is part of the senior project require-
ment for Westerly High School senior 
Kelsey Gabriele, who plays the role of 
Velma Kelly and serves as choreographer 
and assistant director.

“I am so excited to start our season this 
year with ‘Chicago’”, DeAngelis said in a re-
lease from the company. “I am so so proud 
of her and not only what she has done with 
this show, but what she has done during 

‘Chicago: Teen Edition’ this weekend at WMS

ECSO, New London Big Band to play together on Jan. 21
NEW LONDON — A special collabo-
ration between the New London Big 
Band and the Eastern Connecticut 
Symphony Orchestra will take place at 
the Garde Arts Center on Jan. 21.

Led by trombonist and composer Sean 
Nelson, the New London Big Band is a 
17-piece jazz ensemble “comprised of 
some of New England’s finest musi-
cians,” according to Caleb Bailey from 
the symphony orchestra, many of 
them from the U.S. Coast Guard Band. 
Formed in 2016, the New London Big 
Band mixes classic jazz standards, 
upbeat dance music and original music 
from band members, and regularly fea-
tures instrumental and vocal soloists.

The concert will open with Leonard 
Bernstein’s “On the Town,” a tune that 

showcases a love of New York, from 
the city’s refined culture to its low-
brow street smarts. The orchestra will 
then perform John Harbison’s piece 
“Remembering Gatsby,” composed by 
Harbison based on Fitzgerald’s novel 
“The Great Gatsby.” The piece begins 
with a song-like passage for full or-
chestra, representing Gatsby’s vision of 
the green light on Daisy Dock. George 
Gershwin’s “The Man I Love” will wrap 
up the first half.

Following the intermission, the New 
London Big Band will perform a 
selection of Big Band music, including 
Nelson’s own composition “Social 
Hour and Brisket and Beans,” and 
classics like Gershwin’s “Embraceable 
You” and “Fascinating Rhythm.”

Hitting close to home

By Nancy Burns-Fusaro
Sun staff writer

A day after she was interviewed 
by CNN’s Chloe Melas about her 
new thriller, “Reef Road,” author 
Deborah Goodrich Royce was 
on the telephone from her hotel 
room preparing for an event at 
the Writer’s Block Bookstore in 
Winter Park, Fla.

The event is one of many Royce 
has on her schedule before — 
and after — the Jan. 21 official 
book launch at Westerly’s United 
Theatre, which is a fundraiser for 
the WARM Center and will fea-
ture Royce in conversation with 
popular local writer Luanne Rice.

It’s a “robust schedule,” Royce 
said with a small laugh. “We’re 

headed north to south and east 
to west.”

Indeed, Royce’s “Reef Road” book 
tour has her zigzagging the coun-
try from Florida to Connecticut, 
and South Carolina to California, 
with plenty of stops in between.

But it was the Westerly event 
that Royce wanted to discuss — 
along with her new book and 
her interview with CNN, which 
was introduced by Jim Acosta, 
the network’s chief domestic 
correspondent. Acosta had been 
discussing the recent hubbub 
surrounding “Spare,” Prince 
Harry’s tell-all tempest of a book, 
when he turned to Melas.

“There’s another book that comes 
out this week that’s getting a lot 

of buzz, especially at a time when 
the country is fascinated with 
true crime stories,” Acosta said 
to Melas. “Why don’t you tell us 
about it?”

Melas, who covers entertainment 
and Hollywood for the network, 
went on to interview Royce, who 
explained that her book is based 
on a true story, one with a per-
sonal connection, that took place 
in Pittsburgh in 1948. 

“I think it was so interesting that 
Jim Acosta, from the news side, 
included it,” said Royce. “I think 
it does have something to do 
with all the interest in the Idaho 
murders.

“I think people are obsessed with 
true crime and crimes like the 

Idaho murders because often 
we wonder if something like that 
could happen to us,” she said.

Royce went on to explain that it 
was her mother’s best friend who 
was murdered in Pittsburgh in 
1948. It was a “horrible murder,” 
she said, one that had a profound 
effect on her mother, and there-
fore, on a young Deborah.   

“It affected my mother,” she said, 
“and it affected me.”

“Reef Road,” Royce’s third book, 
begins when a severed hand 
washes ashore in Palm Beach, 
Fla., and the lives of two wom-
en — a lonely writer obsessed 
with the unsolved murder of 
her mother’s best friend and a 

Deborah Royce, Luanne Rice team up 
at the United for ‘Reef Road’ discussion

IF YOU GO
 �WHAT: Eastern 

Connecticut Sympho-
ny Orchestra concert 
with the New London 
Big Band.

 �WHEN: Saturday, 
Jan. 21, 7:30 p.m.

 �WHERE: Garde Arts 
Center, 325 State St., 
New London.

 � TICKETS: $12 to 
$65, $12 for active 
or retired military 
members. Visit www.
ectsymphony.com for 
more information.

IF YOU GO
 �WHAT: “Chicago: 

Teen Edition.”

 �WHEN: Friday, 
Jan. 13, at 7 p.m., 
and Saturday, Jan. 
14, at 5 p.m.

 �WHERE: Westerly 
Middle School Audi-
torium, 10 Sandy Hill 
Road, Westerly. 

 � TICKETS: $15 
for adults, $10 for 
seniors and $5 for 
students, available at 
the door 30 minutes 
before curtain. Visit 
https://www.the-
atrescrapbook.com.

IF YOU GO
 �WHAT: Deborah Goodrich 

Royce in conversation with 
author Luanne Rice about 
Royce’s new thriller, “Reef 
Road,” with cocktails and 
hors d’oeuvres.

 �WHEN: Saturday, Jan. 
21, 4-6 p.m. 

 �WHERE: United Theatre, 
10 Canal St., Westerly.

 � TICKETS: $50 which 
includes a copy of “Reef 
Road.” All proceeds from 
the book and ticket sales 
will be donated to the 
WARM Center in Westerly. 

Royce photo courtesy of Savoy Bookshop & Café

Deborah Goodrich Royce, above, will be in conversation with author Luann Rice about her new book, “Reef Road,” at the United Theatre on Jan. 21.

See ECSO, D4

Courtesy Theatre Scrapbook

Cast of “Chicago: Teen Edition,” which will be presented at Westerly 
Middle School by Theatre Scrapbook this weekend. See ‘Chicago’, D4

See Royce, D4

Tom Bombria

The Eastern Connecticut Symphony Orchestra will play with the New 
London Big Band on Jan. 21 at the Garde Arts Center in New London.


